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During the last twenty years, however, great changes have
taken place. Both the sown area and the variety of crops
have been increased. Modern farming technique has been
introduced, and by 1939 more than 25,000 tractors and nearly
10,000 combine-harvesters were at work on the farms,
harvesting 12\ million acres of grain (see p. 222).
Kazakhstan may be divided into the following agricultural
regions:
The Black Soil Woodland Steppe Region. This comprises a
narrow belt of land along the northern border of Kazakhstan
which has a climate less subject to drought than elsewhere,
and good soils. There are large state farms, devoted to grain
production, particularly wheat, together with beet, especially
near the Irtysh and Tobol rivers.
The Drier Feather Grass Steppe. This region lies to the south
of the woodland steppe, and is distinguished by chestnut and
brown soils, which are fertile, but with a limited capacity for
crops, owing to the low precipitation, which falls to 8 inches
or less. There is some extensive dry farming, for wheat
production, but the most important occupation is the raising
of cattle and sheep for meat and wool.1
The Dry Steppe and Semi-desert Region of Central and South-west
Kazakhstan. This region remains an area devoted entirely
to animal husbandry. Sheep and camels predominate in
these arid lands, and although there are still some vestiges
of the nomadic way of life, a great deal has been done to
organize the nomads in * collective* farms, and to introduce
more modern methods of animal husbandry. For example,
the cutting of hay in the autumn is now practised in order to
supply the animals with fodder in winter, and so prevent their
death from starvation, a common occurrence in the past.
The Irrigated Valley Lands of the South-east. Rich loess soils
occur along the valley of the Syr Darya and along the valleys
of the streams which flow from the Altai and Tian Shan
mountain systems. The climate is warm, and there is water
1 Kazakhstan possessed 11 million head of livestock in 1937, and in
1939 exported 90,000 tons of beef, 200,000 tons of milk and butter products,
and 8000 tons of wool to other parts of the U.S.S.R.